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SMALLBURGH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Chambers, 

Stalham. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Stnallburgh  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year 
1954.  This  is  the  seventh  report  to  be  presented  since  the  coming 
into  force  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

A  review  of  the  health  and  vital  statistics  for  the  year  is  very 
satisfactory.  The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  mid-year 
population  as  18,240,  compared  with  18,130  in  1953.  The  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  was  71.  Ihe  crude  birth  rate  is  14.12  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  and  the  crude  death  rate  9.8  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  By  use  of  the  comparability  factor  supplied 
by  the  Registrar-General,  the  birth  rate  becomes  16.38  and  the 
death  rate  8.13.  The  purpose  of  this  factor  is  to  modify  local 
rates  to  those  of  a  population  with  an  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The  standard  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  are  :  birth  rate  15.2  and  death  rate  11.3. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  again  cardio-vascular 
disease  and  cancer  in  all  forms,  which  accounted  for  52.94  per 
cent  and  17.11  per  cent  of  all  deaths  respectively. 

During  the  year  there  were  370  cases  of  Measles  notified. 
This  is  a  considerable  increase  on  last  year,  but  this  was  to  be 
expected  as  the  high  incidence  of  Measles  is  a  bi-annual  occurrence. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  district  was  19.38  per  1,000 
live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  25.5.  This  last 
figure  is  the  lowest  it  has  been  and  although  work  still  requires 
to  be  done  to  bring  it  down  even  further,  research  is  now  needed, 
and  is  taking  place,  into  the.  diseases  affecting  the  other  end  of 
life,  often  spoken  of  as  the  degenerative  diseases,  for  although 
more  people  are  living  to  an  age  of  65,  this  does  not  mean  that  old 
people  are  living  much  longer.  Apart  from  the  diseases  of  old 
people,  much  work  will  have  to  be  done  as  their  percentage  in 


the  population  increases,  on  the  lengthening  of  their  productive 
life  in  the  community.  The  establishment  of  Old  People’s  Clubs 
does  much  to  take  the  loneliness  from  old  age  and  the  work  of  the 
Welfare  Officers  in  this  direction,  and  in  many  others  connected 
with  the  elderly,  is  to  be  commended. 

Accidents  in  the  home  increase  each  year,  young  children 
and  old  people  being  particularly  liable  to  them.  Care  requires 
to  be  continually  devoted  to  trying  to  eliminate  causes  and  to 
encouraging  tidiness  in  the  home. 

The  importance  of  the  fundamental  factors  of  environmental 
hygiene,  namely  safe  drinking  water,  swift  and  sanitary  disposal 
of  excreta,  good  housing  and  safe  food  supplies,  is  very  obvious 
in  a  rural  community  such  as  this.  The  efforts  to  achieve  progress 
in  these  directions  are  described  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

Disease  from  food  and  drink  still  occurs  and  it  is  food  which 
frequently  appears  sound  which  is  the  most  dangerous  because 
it  has  been  handled  by  people  who  have  not  obeyed  the  principles 
of  food  hygiene,  whether  wittingly  or  unwittingly.  It  is  necessary, 
therefore,  both  to  carry  out  education  as  to  the  correct  methods 
and  to  see  that  they  are  complied  with. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Specified  Areas  Order 
it  will  become  illegal  to  sell  milk  in  the  area  other  than  Tuberculin 
Tested,  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised  Milk.  It  should  be  remembered, 
however,  that  danger  is  still  present  when  people  drink  raw  milk 
from  their  own  cows  or  supply  it  to  friends  or  employees. 

While  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  show  little  decrease  in 
recent  years  in  this  country,  nevertheless  a  substantial  decline 
in  mortality  from  the  disease  has  occurred.  It  is  possible  that 
a  more  thorough  follow-up  of  contacts  and  a  more  extensive  use 
of  mass  radiography  may  account  for  the  sustained  level  of 
notifications. 

Immunisation  against  diseases  is  in  some  cases  of  well  estab¬ 
lished  value,  in  others  still  at  the  stage  of  research.  Immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  Smallpox  have  long 
been  in  the  former  category,  yet  the  number  of  children  who  are 
protected  against  these  diseases  is  still  unsatisfactory.  In  the 
case  of  Diphtheria,  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  eradicate  the  disease 
to  secure  immunisation  of  not  less  than  75  per  cent  of  babies 
before  their  first  birthday.  At  the  present  time  less  than  half 
this  percentage  of  babies  are  immunised  in  England  and  Wales. 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  also  vital  for  reasons  on  which  I 
have  enlarged  in  the  section  devoted  to  Infectious  Diseases. 
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In  conclusion,  1  should  like  to  express  my  grateful  thanks 
to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
continued  support  and  encouragement,  and  to  the  Sanitary  and 
clerical  staff  for  their  enthusiastic  and  efficient  help  given  to  me 
throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  R.  HOLTBY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


30 th  September,  1955. 


SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area — (in  acres)  70,017.  The  administrative  centre  of  the 
area  is  at  Stalham  with  a  surrounding  district  which  is  entirely 
rural  in  character,  with  Agriculture  and  Dairy  Farming  as  the 
main  industry.  The  district  includes  a  large  area  of  the  Broads, 
1 3  miles  of  coastline  and  many  historical  villages  which  attract 
many  thousands  of  visitors  during  the  holiday  season. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the 
population  for  the  mid-year  1954  as  18,240,  giving  a  population 
density  of  .26  per  acre. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.  According  to  the  Rate 
Book,  the  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  District  is  6,341,  the 
Rateable  Value  being  £76,439.  The  sum  represented  by  a  Penny 
Rate  is  £293  5s.  Od. 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  acres  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  70,017 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  mid-June  estimate)  .  .  18,240 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Ratebook  . .  6,341 

Rateable  Value  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  £76,439 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  £293  5s.  Od. 

Rate  Rate 


Total 

Male 

Female 

per 

England 

Live  Births — 

Thousand, 

&  Wales 

Legitimate 

.  242 

123 

i!n 

14.12 

15.2 

Illegitimate 

.  16 

8 

8/ 

258 

131 

127 

Still  Births — 

= 

= 

= 

Legitimate 

8 

4 

n 

0.438 

0.34 

Illegitimate 

•  — 

— 

-J 

8 

4 

4 

Deaths  (all  causes)  .  . 

.  187 

9.8 

11.3 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate  per 

Rate 

Thousand 

England 

Infant  Mortality — 

Live  Births 

&■  Wales 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

3\ 

19.38 

25.5 

Illegitimate 

.  “ 

— 

-J 

5 

2 

3 

Deaths  from  Special  Diseases — 

Measles  (all  ages)  .  . 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age) 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . . 
Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

; !  2 
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Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  Analysis  of  Mortality  and  Case  Rates  of 
Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1954. 


Births  - 

Live 

Still  . 

Deaths — 

All  causes 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Tuberculosis 
Influenza 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis) 
Pneumonia 


England 
&  Wales 

Smallburgh 

R.D.C. 

Rates  per  1 .000  population 

15.2 

14.12 

/  0.34 

0.44 

\  24.0  (a) 

30.3  (a) 

1 1 .3 

9.8 

0.00 

0.00 

0 . 00 

0.00 

0.18 

0 . 055 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.41 

0.38 

Smallburgh  R.D.C. 


Rates  per  1 ,000  population 


Notifications  (corrected) — 

Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis) 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 


Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 


0. 

.00 

0. 

.00 

0. 

.055 

0 

22 

8 

.54 

0 

.00 

0 

.22 

0. 

!oo 

20 

.26 

1 

.59 

0 

.00 

0 

.22 

0 

.00 

England 

Smallburgh 

&■  Wales 

R.D.C. 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

25.5  ( b ) 

30.00  ( b ) 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1 ,000  related  Live  Births. 
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Individual  Causes  of  Death. 


f  uberculosis — respiratory 
T  uberculosis — other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasms  of  stomach  . . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease — angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

Other  heart  diseases 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 


Male 


1 

3 

2 


14 

1 

1 

6 

19 

4 

14 

2 


5 


3 

1 

4 

1 

8 

2 

1 


All  causes 


92 


Female 

1 


1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

2 

17 

12 

3 

17 

5 

2 

2 

1 

2 


1 

3 

13 


1 


95 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954. 


Causes  of  Death 

Under 

1  week 

1-2 

wks. 

2-3 

wks. 

3-4 

wks. 

Total 

under 

1  month 

1-3 

mth. 

3-6 

mth. 

6-9 

mth. 

9-12 

mth. 

Grand 

Total 

under 

1  year 

Broncho- Pneumonia 

1 

1 

I 

2 

Meningitis . 

1 

1 

Congenital 

Malformation 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Totals 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

7 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  for  1954  and  previous  Years. 
Comparative  Table  with  England  and  Wales  for  past  10  years. 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Live  Births 

England 

Smallburgh 

England 

Smallburgh 

England 

Smallburgh 

<S-  Wales 

R.D.C. 

&•  Wales 

R.D.C. 

<S-  Wales 

R.D.C. 

1945 

16.1 

19.51 

11.4 

13.16 

46.0 

46.9 

1946 

19.1 

18.99 

11.5 

12.83 

43.0 

36.4 

1947 

20.5 

21 .45 

12.0 

12.41 

41  .0 

31 .3 

1948 

17.9 

16.8 

10.8 

1 1  .26 

34.0 

35.0 

1949 

16.7 

17.9 

1 1.7 

14.56 

32.0 

39.7 

1950 

15.8 

15.2 

11.6 

12.88 

29.8 

15.4 

1951 

15.5 

15.1 

12.5 

12.8 

29.4 

32.1 

1952 

15.3 

13.92 

11.3 

10.73 

27.6 

55.3* 

1953 

15.5 

12.85 

11.4 

9.87 

26.8 

21 .48 

1954 

15.2 

14.12 

11.3 

9.80 

25.5 

19.38 

*  Exactly  half  of  this  figure  was  due  to  Prematurity. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH 
SERVICES. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Smallburgh  Rural  District  is  included  with  North  Walsham 
Urban  District  and  Blofield  and  Flegg  Rural  District  to  form 
No.  1  Area  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  duties  for 
which  the  County  Health  Authority  has  accepted  responsibility. 
The  duties  include  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  Mid¬ 
wifery  Service,  Health  Visiting  Service,  Home  Nursing  Service, 
Ambulance  Service,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Prevention 
of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care,  Domestic  Health  Service  and 
Mental  Health  Service.  Some  of  these  services,  along  with  the 
School  Service  in  the  area,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Area 
Medical  Officer,  who  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
three  County  Districts  comprising  Area  No.  1  referred  to  above. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  and  ten  District  Nurses  with 
Centres  established  at  the  following  places  : — 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Catfield 

Village  Hall  .  . 

3rd  Thursday  each  monf 

Felmingham  .  . 

Village  Hall  .  . 

2nd  Tuesday 

} ) 

Hickling 

Village  Hall 

1st  Wednesday  ,, 

) ) 

Honing 

Parish  Hall 

2nd  Monday 

*  > 

Horning 

Village  Hall  .  . 

3rd  Monday 

> » 

Neatishead 

Victory  Hall  .  . 

Last  Monday 

>  > 

Scottow 

Village  Hall  .  . 

1st  Tuesday 

» » 

Stalham  .  . 

Church  Room 

3rd  Wednesday  ,, 

>  t 

Worstead  .  .  Village  Hall  . . 

Voluntary  Weighing  Centres. 

1st  Friday 

>  > 

Bacton 

The  Hall 

2nd  Friday 

East  Ruston  .  . 

The  Hall 

2nd  Thursday  ,, 

>} 

Happisburgh  .  . 

The  Hall 

2nd  Tuesday 

>  > 

Scottow  .  . 

R.A.F., 

Coltishall 

1st  Monday 

A  Doctor  attends  all  Clinics  where  there  is  an  attendance  of 
25  or  over. 

Other  Treatment  Centres. 

A  Centre  is  established  at  Stalham  Secondary  Modern  School 
for  : — 

Dental  Clinic  .  .  . .  2  Sessions  weekly. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  2  ,,  monthly. 

Speech  Clinic  . .  .  .  1  ,,  weekly. 
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General  Welfare. 

A  Welfare  Officer  with  established  offices  at  Stalham  and 
North  Walsham,  has  maintained  contact  with  the  general  public 
throughout  the  year. 

Local  village  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees  have  organised 
Old  People’s  Clubs  at  Potter  Heigham,  Hickling,  Bacton,  Worstead, 
Swanton  Abbot,  Stalham,  Felmingham,  Sea  Palling,  Ludham, 
Hoveton,  Smallburgh  and  Dilham  and  these  prove  a  useful 
medium  by  which  the  Welfare  Officer  can  maintain  contact 
with  the  aged  residents  of  each  village.  The  Welfare  Officer  is 
anxious  to  see  such  Clubs  established  in  all  the  villages  in  the  area 
and  he  is  only  too  willing  to  give  assistance  to  this  end. 

Contact  has  been  regularly  maintained  during  the  year  with 
the  Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council  Officers  and  especially 
with  the  Clerk,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Rent  Collector.  By 
working  together  it  has  often  been  possible  to  effect  very  satis¬ 
factory  results,  especially  with  threatened  eviction  cases.  In  one 
case  it  was  necessary  to  provide  residential  accommodation  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  for  a  man,  his  wife  and 
four  children,  who  had  been  evicted  from  a  Council  house. 

The  average  number  ot  cases  assisted  each  week  under  the 
Norfolk  County  Council’s  Home  Help  Scheme  was  16  and  other 
cases  have  been  given  domestic  assistance  by  arrangement  with 
the  National  Assistance  Board.  The  number  of  persons  admitted 
to  Chronic  Sick  Hospitals  and  County  Homes  was  38.  The 
Welfare  Officer  is  also  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer  under  the 
Lunacy  Acts  and  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and  in  this  capacity 
he  has  made  numerous  domiciliary  visits  to  mental  defectives 
living  in  the  community  and  to  patients  discharged  from,  or  on 
leave  from,  mental  hospitals. 

Ambulance  Service. 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
and  British  Red  Cross  Society  as  Agents  of  the  County  Council. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

This  service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Health 
Authority  and  is  carried  out  by  General  Practitioners  and  by 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Facilities  for  Laboratory  investigation  are  to  be  had  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich,  who  are 
the  suppliers  of  lymph  for  vaccination. 

National  Assistance  (1948)  Act,  Section  47.  (Removal  to 

suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention). 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  under  review  151  samples  of  water  from  both 
public  and  private  sources  of  supply  were  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion,  with  the  following  results  : — 


Chemical 

Examination 


Bacteriological 

Examination 


Result.  Private  Public 

Supply  Supply 

Satisfactory  7  4 

Unsatisfactory  4  - 


Private 

Supply 


39 

41 


Public 

Supply 

43 

13 


The  very  close  check  kept  on  the  public  mains  supplies  to 
the  district  shows  that  apart  from  some  minor  trouble  due  to 
extraneous  contamination,  the  results  of  sampling  proved  highly 
satisfactory.  Unfortunately,  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
private  supplies,  where  approximately  50  per  cent  of  the  samples 
submitted  gave  unsatisfactory  results. 


This  position  with  regard  to  private  supplies,  by  which  the 
majority  of  the  population  of  the  district  are  still  served  from 
shallow  wells,  continues  to  give  cause  for  concern,  but  there  is 
yearly  a  reduction  in  the  risk  of  water-borne  epidemics  by  reason 
of  the  Council’s  progressive  schemes  for  supplying  main  water  to 
the  majority  of  the  district. 

During  1954  the  housing  estate  bore  at  Honing  was  taken 
over  for  public  use  and  a  piped  supply  of  water  taken  to  several 
parts  of  the  parish.  The  mains  extensions  through  Sutton  to 
Ingham  and  Sea  Palling  were  completed  and  contracts  arranged 
during  the  year  for  main-laying  m  the  parishes  of  Swanton  Abbot, 
Dilham  and  Worstead,  where  bulk  supplies  of  water  will  be  taken 
from  the  City  of  Norwich,  who  also  commenced  their  scheme  for 
main-laying  in  the  parishes  of  Tunstead,  Scottow,  Sloley,  Small- 
burgh,  Ashmanhaugh  and  Neatishead,  together  with  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  a  small  extension  of  main  in  the  Brimbelow  Road — 
Meadow  Drive  area  of  Hoveton. 


Main-laying  in  the  parish  of  Potter  Heigham,  and  the  further 
extension  at  Sea  Palling,  should  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1955, 
and  it  is  possible  that  a  start  will  by  that  time  have  been  made 
with  the  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  and  main-laying  to  the 
northern  parishes  of  the  district. 


12 


Unfortunately,  in  carrying  out  main-laying  operations,  many 
properties  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  parishes  served  cannot 
economically  be  provided  with  mains  water,  and  this  fact  should 
be  taken  into  account  when  considering  the  figures  given  in  the 
table  below,  which  shows  the  connections  and  mains  supply 
position  in  the  district.  The  information  relating  to  Hoveton 
and  Horning  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Waterworks  Engineer 
and  Manager  of  the  City  of  Norwich. 


Parish 

Homing 

Hoveton 

Stalham 

Sutton 

Hickling 

Catfield 

Ingham 

Sea  Palling 

Honing 

Estimated 

No.  of  houses.  . 

263 

482 

415 

149 

253 

251 

126 

169 

106 

Estimated  population 

789 

1482 

1299 

467 

762 

752 

381 

512 

328 

No.  of  houses  with 
direct  supply 

,48 

318 

358 

92 

155 

85 

26 

108 

14 

No.  of  people  served 

474 

954 

1144 

276 

465 

272 

58 

324 

45 

No.  of  houses  with 
standpipe 

*22 

- 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  people  served .  . 

70 

- 

61 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  metered 
supplies 

1  19 

25 

40 

17 

17 

16 

15 

19 

- 

No.  of  schools 

supplied 

i 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

*  Connected  to  mains  in  1955. 


At  31st  December,  1954,  there  were  approximately  30  miles 
of  water  main  in  the  Rural  District,  9i  miles  being  in  the  Norwich 
City  area  and  20.1  miles  in  the  areas  supplied  from  Rural  District 
sources. 

Sewerage. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  sewerage  of  the  district  is 
still  as  outlined  in  the  Annual  Report  of  1953,  with  Stalham  being 
the  only  parish  served  by  a  Village  Scheme.  Many  of  the  coastal 
and  Broads  parishes,  in  addition  to  Stalham,  will  require  schemes 
in  the  not  too  distant  future,  particularly  at  Hoveton,  where 
preparations  for  the  sewerage  of  the  village  have  been  in  hand 
for  a  number  of  years. 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

The  amended  refuse  scheme  commenced  in  April,  1954, 
functioned  satisfactorily  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Twice  weekly  collections  of  nightsoil  and  once  weekly  collections 
of  house  refuse  were  made  from  properties  in  the  parishes  of 
Stalham,  Hoveton,  Horning,  Ludham  and  Potter  Heigham, 
and  fortnightly  collections  of  house  refuse  made  from  properties 
in  the  remainder  of  the  district.  Cesspool  emptying  was  also 
carried  out  in  the  five  parishes  mentioned  above,  each  property 
being  allowed  the  free  removal  of  two  loads  per  cesspool  in  the 
year.  Additional  loads  from  cesspools  in  these  five  parishes 
and  in  the  remainder  of  the  district  were  charged  at  the  rate  of 
£1  10s.  Od.  per  load.  In  1954  approximately  894,000  gallons 
of  cesspool  liquid,  contained  in  1,490  loads,  was  removed  from 
private  and  Council  properties,  as  detailed  below  : — 


No.  of 
Cesspools 
Emptied 

No.  of 
Loads 
Removed 

No.  of 
Loads 
Chargeable 

Private  .  . 

454  (385) 

639  (567) 

377  (327) 

Council  . . 

205  (161) 

851  (726) 

809  (672) 

Total  . . 

659  (546) 

1,490  (1,293) 

1,186  (999) 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1953. 


The  trouble  encountered  in  previous  years  with  refuse  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  Broads  was  further  overcome  in  1954 
by  the  provision  of  additional  refuse  bins  at  heavily  frequented 
mooring  points  during  the  summer  months,  with  special  collections 
from  these  bins  and  boatyards  being  made  twice  weekly  outside 
the  normal  collection  scheme.  6,975  gallons  of  petrol  were  used 
by  the  Council’s  vehicles,  emptying  cesspools,  nightsoil  collection 
and  in  travelling  46,440  miles  during  the  year  in  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  all  types  of  refuse. 

The  vehicles  in  use  at  the  end  of  1954  were  : — 

2,  700  gallon  cesspool  emptiers  with  nightsoil  attachments. 

5,  10  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

1 ,  7  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicle  (emergency  use  only) . 

1,  10  cubic  yard  refuse  trailer. 

1  Fordson  Major  tractor. 
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1  hiring  1954  fourteen  men  were  employed  on  the  scavenging 
scheme  and  tips  at  Sutton,  Hoveton,  Worstead  and  Ludham  were 
used  for  the  disposal  of  house  refuse.  I  he  tips  at  Sutton,  Wor¬ 
stead  and  Ludham  are  now  in  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Council, 
the  first  mentioned  being  acquired  late  in  the  year,  following  an 
Inquiry  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  1  lie  trouble 
encountered  with  tip  fires  was  not  as  great  as  in  previous  years 
and  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  more  complete  control 
of  the  tips  was  possible  by  the  purchase  and  use  of  the  Fordson 
Major  tractor  in  providing  adequate  coverage  to  the  tipped 
material. 

The  disposal  of  nightsoil  and  cesspool  liquid,  particularly  in 
late  winter  and  spring,  was  again  difficult,  and  frequently  long 
hauls  to  disposal  points  were  necessary.  Certain  farmers  did, 
however,  again  co-operate  during  the  year  and  received  into 
straw  lagoons  large  quantities  of  this  liquid. 


The  new  Depot  in  Lowrer  Staithe  Road,  Stalham,  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  brought  into  use  during  the  year,  and  provides  adequate 
covered  accommodation  for  all  your  vehicles,  with  cloakroom 
accommodation,  washing-down  facilities  and  bulk  storage  for 
petrol  and  oil. 


Complaints  and  Nuisances. 

126  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  Of  these  94 
were  found  to  be  justified  and  the  appropriate  action  taken  to 
secure  abatement  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  found.  Three 
complaints  were  referred  to  other  authorities  and  only  in  one 
instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  formal  action,  which  culminated 
in  a  Court  Order  being  made  for  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance 
due  to  keeping  fowls  in  close  proximity  to  a  dwelling-house. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  full  time,  properly  trained  man  employed  by  the  Council 
to  carry  out  rodent  control  work  in  all  parts  of  the  district  had  a 
very  full  year,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  details  given  overleaf.  Up- 
to-date  methods  as  advised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  are  in  use,  and  the  poisons  used  during  the  year  wrere 
Warfarin,  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenic,  with  pre-baits  of  sausage 
rusk  and  sugar.  In  addition  to  dealing  with  complaints  of  rat 
and  mice  infestation,  routine  inspections  of  dwelling-houses, 
shops,  factories  and  small-holdings  w'ere  carried  out,  and  regular 
treatment  visits  to  the  refuse  tips  and  sewage  disposal  works  w'ere 
made. 
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The  particulars  of  the  year’s  work  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  properties  inspected  during  the  year.  .  1,483 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  .  .  752 

Total  number  of  pre-baits  laid  .  .  . .  . .  14,358 

Total  number  of  poison  baits  laid  .  .  .  .  . .  5,824 

Number  of  dead  rats  found  and  destroyed  .  .  2,323 

Number  of  dead  mice  found  and  destroyed  . .  404 


Payments  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the 

services  of  the  operative  at  business  properties  £13  5  0 

THE  CONTROL  OF  CAMPING  AND  OF  MOVEABLE 

DWELLINGS. 

The  licensed  sites  in  use  for  moveable  dwellings  were  again 
closely  regulated  throughout  the  year  and  a  slight  increase  in  the 
number  of  licences  issued  has  to  be  recorded.  The  number  of 
individually  licensed  moveable  dwellings  was  34,  together  with 
16  camping  sites  upon  which  194  moveable  dwellings  could  be 
stationed.  This  slight  increase  of  licences  for  1954  does  not  give 
a  true  picture  of  the  position  with  regard  to  camping,  as  the  Club 
sites  used  in  the  district  and  man}/  other  plots  of  land  used  for 
short  periods  only  are  not  subject  to  control  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936. 

The  licensed  premises  in  use  within  the  district  were  again 
frequently  visited  during  the  year  to  advise  the  licensees  of  the 
safeguards  necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  your  requirements. 
The  number  of  licences  issued  during  1954  was  132,  in  respect  of 
85,151  gallons  of  spirit,  for  which  £78  2s.  Od.  was  received  in 
licence  fees. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  Housing  Rent  and  Repairs  Act,  1954,  came  into  operation 
at  the  end  of  August,  implementing  the  proposals  put  forward  in 
“  Houses — the  Next  Step,”  issued  by  the  Government  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1953,  which  contained  provisions  for  dealing  with  the  housing 
problem  as  a  complete  and  comprehensive  whole,  including  the 
construction  of  new  houses,  the  repair  and  improvement  of  old 
properties,  the  demolition  and  clearance  of  unfit  dwellings  and  the 
deferment  of  demolition  if  the  heavy  housing  problem  of. a  district 
cannot  be  dealt  with  in  a  reasonable  time  by  any  other  means. 


16 


The  amended  standards  upon  which  to  judge  the  fitness  or 
otherwise  of  housing  accommodation  were  given,  and  although 
at  the  end  of  the  year  comparatively  little  experience  had  been 
gained  in  the  working  of  the  Act,  there  would  seem  to  have  been 
a  lowering  of  standards  and  also  difficulties  in  interpreting  all  the 
requirements  laid  down.  Naturally,  in  a  rural  area  such  as 
Smallburgh,  without  mains  water  and  sewerage  in  much  of  the 
district,  standards  cannot  be  as  high  as  in  the  urban  areas  where 
the  provision  of  public  amenities  of  this  nature  exist. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  towards  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  programme  called  for  by  the  Act  for  dealing  with  unfit 
properties,  and  from  the  tables  appended  to  this  section  of  the 
Report  it  will  be  seen  that  many  properties  were  dealt  with  from 
the  minor  repair  angle  and  also  by  way  of  representation  with  a 
view  to  eventual  demolition  or  closure. 

Twenty-eight  applications  for  grants  to  secure  improvements 
to  properties  below  modern  standards  were  submitted,  and  of 
these  18  received  the  approval  of  the  Council  for  a  total  cost  of 
£  1 2,26 1  Os.  Od.,  with  grants  of  nearly  50  per  cent  in  each  case,  to 
a  total  sum  of  £5,319  Os.  Od.  No  applications  were  received 
under  the  new  Act  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

With  the  emphasis  being  placed  on  the  construction  of 
private  enterprise  houses,  it  was  natural  that  the  number  of 
Council  houses  in  the  programme  should  be  reduced  by  the 
Ministry,  and,  in  accordance  with  previous  practice,  a  list  is  given 
at  the  end  of  this  section  of  the  Report  showing  the  houses  now 
owned  by  the  Council.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  only  requisi¬ 
tioned  property  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Council  at  31st  December, 
1953,  was  bought  during  1954  for  occupation  by  a  very  large 
family,  and  that  of  the  temporary  properties  in  occupation  on 
Ludham  Airfield,  only  six  remained  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  318 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  .  815 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . .  . .  . .  80 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  .  204 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  75 
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4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  237 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  229 

(3)  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1935. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  . .  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  Nil 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices— 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  15 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  7 

3.  Number  of  written  undertakings  accepted  . .  12 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 
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E.  Proceedings  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  houses  in  confirmed  clearance  areas 


demolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  Nil 

F.  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1949. 

1.  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3  (1)  . .  Nil 

2.  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 

Orders  substituted  under  Section  3  (2)  .  .  Nil 

Ci.  Proceedings  under  Local  Government  (Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

1.  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1 )  ..  22 

(4)  Overcrowding — Part  IV  Housing  Act,  1936. 


No  action  was  taken  under  this  Part  during  the  year. 
COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  : — 


(a)  Permanent  Houses. 

1919  Assisted  Scheme  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

1923  Acts .  6 

1924  Acts .  412 

1931  (Rural  Authorities)  Act  . .  . .  . .  28 

Slum  Clearance  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

1936  Act  (Overcrowding)  . .  . .  . .  34 

1938  Act  (Overcrowding  and  Slum  Clearance)  3 

(Accommodation  of  members  of 

aggregate  population)  . .  19 

Not  subsidised  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  83 

1946  Act  (a)  Permanent  ..  ..  ..  512 

( b )  Aluminium  Bungalows  . .  . .  50 


1 ,253 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  control  of  the  farms  where  milk  is  produced  for  wholesale 
or  retail  sale  is  still  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  and  this  Council’s  responsibilities  with  regard  to  milk 
supply  are  purely  on  the  retail  and  distribution  side.  This  split 
in  the  control  of  the  hygiene  of  milk  supplies  is  considered  to  be 
an  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  this  Council’s  register 
31  distributors  of  milk,  of  whom  8  operated  from  outside  the 
district.  Of  these  distributors,  22  were  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin 
Tested  and  Pasteurised  milk,  7  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and 
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2  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  only.  The  sampling  of  milk  is  carried 
out  by  the  officers  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  who  forward 
reports  in  respect  of  infected  milk.  Three  Stop  Notices  in 
respect  of  tuberculous  milk  were  issued  during  the  year  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  raw  farm  milk,  but  eventually  after  visits  and  further 
sampling  by  veterinary  officers  ot  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  to  the  farms  affected,  the  infections  were  certified  to  be 
cleared  and  the  Stop  Notices  on  the  milk  removed.  These  Stop 
Notices  were  issued  to  prevent  the  sale  of  milk  to  the  public  in  a 
raw  condition  without  some  means  of  heat  treatment. 

Gratifying  information  was  received  during  the  course  of 
the  year  to  the  effect  that  a  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  Order  would  probably  be  brought  into  operation  during 
1955,  which  would  make  it  illegal  for  any  person  to  sell  by  retail 
for  human  consumption  any  milk  other  than  that  which  may  be 
sold  as  Special  Designated,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Regulations. 

Slaughterhouses . 

The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  which  received  a  quick 
passage  through  Parliament  and  came  into  operation  at  very 
short  notice,  placed  an  onerous  responsibility  on  the  Council  to 
consider  the  slaughterhouse  requirements  of  the  district  upon  the 
decontrol  of  meat  supplies  in  July.  After  consultation  with  all 
the  butchers  in  the  area,  licences  for  7  slaughterhouses  were  issued, 
after  repairs  and  improvements  had  been  carried  out  to  all  the 
premises.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  only  5  slaughter¬ 
houses  were  in  regular  use,  but  these  have  dealt  with  a  considerable 
number  of  carcases,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  table  overleaf,  covering 
the  period  from  2nd  July  to  31st  December,  during  which  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouses  to  examine  the 
carcases  and  offal  of  all  the  animals  slaughtered. 

The  quality  of  the  animals  passing  through  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  was  very  good,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  very  low  percentage 
of  carcases  affected  by  disease  and  the  amount  of  meat  and  offals 
found  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year.  Where 
butchers  did  not  secure  or  wish  for  licences  in  connection  with 
private  slaughtering,  they  obtained  their  meat  supplies  from 
sources  outside  the  district,  either  from  wholesale  firms  or  through 
co-operative  units  of  which  they  were  members.  This  re-imposed 
duty  of  meat  inspection  has  placed  much  additional  work  and 
responsibility  on  your  Inspectors,  as  can  be  partly  shown  by  the 
fact  that  202  of  the  733  visits  to  the  slaughterhouses  were  made 
outside  normal  office  hours. 

There  were  19  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council  operating 
in  the  district  at  31st  December,  1954. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  Inspected  . 

586 

25 

130 

321 

1 ,379 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

99 

2 

3 

27 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis . 

16.89% 

8% 

.935% 

1.96% 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

32 

3 

21 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis . 

5.46% 

12% 

— 

— 

1.52% 

The  diseased  meat  and  offal  found  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  amounted  to  18  cwts.  55  lbs. 


Other  Food  Premises. 

The  food  premises’  in  use  in  the  district  may  be  broadly 
classified  as  follows  : — 


Butchers’  Shops 

13 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

83 

Bakeries 

7 

Fish  Shops 

8 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

31 

Licensed  Premises 

50 

Of  these  premises,  74  are  on  the  register  kept  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  majority  being  in  respect  of 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  Only  one  premises 
is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 
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It  was  again  the  endeavour  of  the  Department  in  all  visits  to 
food  premises  to  secure  improvements  of  a  structural  nature  and 
to  impress  upon  the  management  and  personnel  the  necessity  for 
cleanliness  and  personal  hygiene  in  the  handling  of  food. 

The  amount  of  food,  other  than  fresh  meat,  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption  at  food  premises  was  lower  than  last  year, 
consisting  of  683  cans  and  338  lbs.  of  various  foodstuffs. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVENTION  OF  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifications  (Corrected). 

No. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  . .  4 

Erysipelas 

No. 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

..  156 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

Measles 

..  370 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

Acute  Pneumonia 

.  .  31 

Infective  Hepatitis 

4 

Dysentery 

6 

Gastro  Enteritis 

2 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION, 
(for  whole  of  No.  1  Area) 


Age  at  31  / 12/54 
(i.e.,  born  in  year) 

Under  1  yr. 
1954  ' 

1  yr. 

1953 

2  yrs. 
1952 

3  yrs. 

1951 

4  yrs. 
1950 

5-9  yrs. 

1945-49 

10-14  yrs. 
1940-44 

No.  Immunised — 

(a)  Primary  .  . 

258 

246 

39 

38 

28 

293 

90 

(b)  Reinforcement 

— 

1 

3 

52 

1,067 

1,008 

Total — 
(a) 


(b) 


Children  under  5  years  . .  609 

Children  under  15  years  .  .  992 


All  ages 


2.131 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  are  the  Mortality  Rates  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Mortality  Rate  0.055  per  1,000  pop. 
Non-pulmonary  ,,  ,,  ,,  Nil  ,, 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  during  1954. 


Ages 

Pulmonary 

Noti- 

Pulmonary 

M  ales 

Fan . 

M  ales 

Fern . 

0-  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-  5  years 

1 

- 

— 

— 

5-10 . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10-15  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15-20  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25-35  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

35-45  . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

45-65  ,, 

3 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

6 

4 

1 

1 

Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  Register 
at  31st  December,  1954,  and  December,  1953. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

Fan. 

Males 

Fern. 

Males 

Fern. 

31st  December,  1954 

34 

33 

16 

16 

50 

49 

31st  December,  1953 

32 

29 

17 

15 

49 

44 
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Comparative  Figures  for  the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 
PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notifications. 


Ages 

1954 

1953 

1952 

M  ales 

Fern. 

Males 

Fern. 

M  ales 

Fern. 

0-  1  year 

1 

1-  5  years  . . 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

5-10  . . 

1 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

10-15  „  ..  .. 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15-20  „  ..  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-25  „  ..  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  . . 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35-45  . . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

45-65  „  . .  . . 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Over  65  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

6 

4 

1 

4 

1 

3 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Notifications. 


Ages 

1954 

1953 

1952 

Males 

Fem. 

Males 

Fem. 

M  ales 

Fem. 

0-  1  year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-  5  years  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  „  ..  .. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

10-15  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

15-20  ..  .. 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20-25  „  . .  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

25-35  ..  .. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35-45  „  ..  .. 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45-65  „  ..  .. 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65  years 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

1 

3 

3 

- 

- 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  156  eases  notified  during  the  year.  This  is  now 
probably  the  most  dangerous  common  infection  of  early  childhood, 
because  of  the  lung  complications  which  so  frequently  occur, 
particularly  during  the  first  year  of  life.  Inoculation  against  it, 
which  is  now  frequently  combined  with  that  against  diphtheria 
and  can  be  carried  out  either  by  General  Medical  Practitioners  or 
Public  Health  Medical  Officers,  should  be  commenced  soon  after 
the  third  month. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year.  The  percentage  of 
school  children  in  the  County  who  have  been  inoculated  against 
this  disease  is  satisfactory  because  of  the  scheme  whereby  children 
are  inoculated  in  schools  by  Medical  Officers  of  the  School  Health 
Department,  but  the  percentage  of  babies  inoculated  during  the 
first  year  of  life  is  still  far  too  low. 

Smallpox. 

\  accination  against  smallpox,  which  ceased  to  be  compulsory 
with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  has  now  reached  a  low  level 
in  the  County,  but  with  the  increased  speed  of  air  travel,  infected 
persons  may  arrive  in  this  country  while  still  in  the  incubation 
period  and  give  rise  to  local  epidemics.  Primary  vaccination  in 
infancy  is  a  much  simpler  matter  than  for  adults  and  all  babies 
should  have  this  very  minor  operation  performed,  preferably 
during  the  first  three  months,  so  that  inoculation  against  whooping 
cough  and  diphtheria  can  be  proceeded  with  immediately  after  it 
has  been  completed. 

Measles. 

There  were  370  cases  notified  during  the  year.  The  natural 
history  of  this  disease  is  such  that  it  shows  a  high  incidence  of 
infection  every  two  years  and  last  year  there  were  comparatively 
few  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  only  four  cases  of  this  disease  during  the  year. 
In  this  country  it  is  now  normally  a  mild  complaint  which  is 
treated  at  home  rather  than  in  an  isolation  hospital.  The  same 
germ  which  causes  scarlet  fever  in  one  person  causes  only  a  sort1 
throat  in  another.  Both  are  equally  infectious  and  to  isolate 
one  and  not  the  other  is  scarcely  logical. 


25 


Food  Poisoning. 

It  was  fortunate  that  only  four  cases  occurred  during  the 
year.  Careful  attention  to  personal  hygiene  and  the  protection 
of  food  from  flies  is  essential  for  all  food  handlers.  In  addition, 
the  danger  of  keeping  made-up  meat  dishes  for  subsequent  meals 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  particularly  in  warm  weather. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  ten  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  two  cases 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year.  The 
Council  appear  to  be  well  aware  of  the  importance  of  making 
special  housing  provision  for  certain  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

Infective  Hepatitis. 

There  were  four  cases  during  the  year.  Owing  to  the  long 
incubation  period  of  about  one  month,  the  infectivity  of  cases  is 
not  always  apparent.  Persons  who  have  been  contacts  with  a 
case  should  report  to  their  doctor  and  isolate  themselves  at  the 
first  occurrence  of  symptoms,  as  infectivity  in  this  disease,  as  in 
most  others,  is  greatest  in  the  early  stages. 

Dysentery. 

There  were  six  cases  notified,  all  of  the  variety  known  as 
sonne  dysentery,  which  is  the  commonest  and  mildest  type  in 
this  country.  Strict  attention  to  personal  hygiene  in  the  sufferers 
is  essential  to  prevent  further  spread. 

Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 

PART  I  OP  THE  ACT. 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M/c. 

X  umber 

Number  of 

M!c. 

Premises 

line 

No. 

on 

Register 

I  nspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

line 

No. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

i 

68 

23 

i 

(fi)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

20 

8 

2 

(iff)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) . 

3 

13 

26 

3 

Total 

101 

57 

— 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found — 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
the}'  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


M/c. 

line 

No. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

M/c- 

line 

No. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M . 
Ins  pector 

which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
u  ere 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . . 

5 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

5 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

6 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

7 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  . 

8 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(n)  Insufficient 

9 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive  . 

10 

i 

1 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes . 

1 1 

11 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 

12 

12 

Total  . . 

60 

i 

— 

— 

I 

— 

60 

27 


